
Page | 1                Our web page   www.u3ayarraranges.com.au 
 
 

Dates for Your Diary in 2019 -2020 

Term 4  7 Oct      - 13 Dec   

AGM   30 October 

Christmas Lunch 3 December 

Enrolment Day 6 December 

Term 1  28 Jan – 27 Mar 2020 

  U3A Yarra Ranges Inc.  ABN: 76566223684   Reg. No: A0030434B 

 TERM FOUR  7th October – 13th December 2019 

 

 A Word from Our President 

  
Welcome to term 4, the MCH building at Montrose that we put in an   application for, 

went to the Mt Evelyn Toy Library, we will see what comes up in the future. Membership 

for the year has grown to 435 the most members ever. Now that the dreaded winter has 

passed I hope everybody returns to good health, and those who deserted us for a warmer 

place return and enjoy the lovely spring weather. As this is the last term for the year there is the upcoming 

AGM, Christmas Lunch and Enrolment day for 2020. Remember you must re-enrol for the classes you 

would like to attend, making sure not to apply for 2 at the same or allow insufficient time to travel 

between classes. If you have any ideas to make U3A work better for you, let us know or better still join the 

committee. Also if you have a great hobby to share and would like to show others how it is done, think 

about leading a class. 

 AGM- Wednesday 30thOctober at 10am at Japara. 

Christmas Lunch Tuesday 3rdDecember at 12 Noon at Gardeners Run 

              Costing is $35.00 per head for a 3 course meal. 

Enrolment Day Friday 6th December from 10.00am at Japara. 

                             Online from 10.00 am.  

Fees $50.00 Single $90.00 Couple  Cash, cheque / PayPal. 

                                         Ray Pleming 

                    President. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our office is at the Japara Centre,  
54 – 58 Durham Rd Kilsyth. The office 

is manned  
Tues, Wed & Thurs 

10 am – 1 pm 
9728 1132  

Email:secretary@u3ayarraranges.com.au 

Don’t forget to check out our website for 

the latest news, photos and events taking 

place. 
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U3A Yarra Ranges is looking for a 

new Treasurer.  

Are you good with figures?  

Do you have an eye for detail? 

Have an orderly mind and methodical way 

of thinking?   Or maybe you know of 

someone? 

Contact: 

treasurer@u3ayarraranges.com.au    to 

become part of our friendly committee.  

 

 
Class Co Ordinator’s News 

HELP NEEDED!!!!!!! 

Unfortunately we have lost our Art Class Leader 

due to family commitments and so the search is 

on for a new Class Leader. 

If you would be willing to take on this role, or 

know somebody who may be interested, please 

contact me as we have eager students waiting for 

a replacement. 

Margaret – Class Co-ordinator 

9725 0027 or email : 

class_coordinator@u3ayarraranges.com.au 

 

MISSING 

We are looking for a pull up U3A Banner. 

It has not been seen since the move from Palm Grove, if any of our long term members 

have any idea of its whereabouts could you please contact Judy on 

memsec@u3ayarraranges.com.au 

 

mailto:treasurer@u3ayarraranges.com.au
mailto:memsec@u3ayarraranges.com.au
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Vale Joyce Millsom (Millie) 

Joyce joined Melbourne U3A and then the local group at Lilydale U3A from its’ 
inception. Born on 5th November 1920, Joyce unfortunately didn’t fulfil her 100th 
year ambition. 
Overcoming a difficult institutional youth-hood, Joyce made a name for herself in 
the fashion industry. Her replica of Dame Nellie Melba’s costume is in the Lilydale 
Museum’s display. 
Joyce has been a treasured and highly respected participant in the philosophy class. 
Many times Joyce would stop the class and wisely draw attention to the “special 

moment” the class had just experienced in the discussion.  
Joyce died on 11th September, 2019 aged 98. 
 
 
 

Vale Pat Hudd 

Pat joined U3A in April 2006 joining the line dancing group. In subsequent years 
Pat has been involved in each of the walking groups, Feldenkrais, places of 
interest, and Greek dancing. 
 
We remember Pat as a delightful and gracious lady who always had a cheerful 
smile and disposition. 
 
Pat succumbed to cancer and died at her son’s home on Wednesday 21st August. 

 
 
 

Christmas will soon be here. 

Our Christmas Party will be held at Gardeners Run Golf Club on Tuesday 3rd December 

commencing at 12noon. 

The cost will be $35 for a 3 course meal and tickets will be available shortly. 

It is a great opportunity to celebrate the end of a great year with your fellow classmates. 

As always we ask for donations for the free raffle, which can be left at the office in 

Japara. It would be lovely if we received enough donations, so that everybody attending 

the Christmas Party went home with something. 
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IPad Classes 

 
The iPad classes at the Old Court House have been very successful 
over the past 3 years and this year we’ve had a lot of success with 

our students learning many different things to keep them 
interested and involved. By using an app, they learnt how to follow 

their leader on her overseas travel and felt like they were on the 
trip with her. We all had so much pleasure with that and now can 

look forward to sharing their experiences with each other. The 
court house has been very cold these last few months as one of 

the heaters had seen better days and wasn’t working. Last week the workmen were replacing the old 
heater while our class was in action and as it was such a cold day, we retreated to the kitchen for the little 
bit of warmth coming from the  heater in there. Squashed in as we were, it was still fun and left that class 

with the knowledge that next week would be a lot warmer plus a lot roomier. So, many thanks to the       

admin for replacing the heater. It will be so appreciated. 
 
 

AUTUMN LEAVES 2019      
 

Autumn Leaves 2019 is a magazine of this year's stories, poems, memories, 
photos, and art from members of Yarra Ranges U3A, generously supported by 

Yarra Ranges Council. Copies can be bought for $10 from the office at  
Japara, or 

contact Sue Goss at sue@andygoss.net.au. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 
 
 

 
                                       

 

 

 

mailto:sue@andygoss.net.au
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Helen & Ray Pleming’s Travels 

My trip with Guluyambi Cultural Cruise along East Alligator River on the border of Kakadu 

National Park & Arnhem land, starting from near the Border Store & Cahill Crossing. The 

River here is tidal as it is only about 40klms from the sea at Cahill crossing. With an 

aboriginal guide as skipper of the boat, stopping at Cahill crossing at high tide to see the 

crocodiles waiting to catch the fish as they are washed over the crossing. I counted seven 

crocodiles, they take no notice of the cruise boats and only move when about to be hit. 

We then went upstream past the point where the river became a fresh water river only, the 

guide pointing put items of interest as we travelled the river explaining how they used 

various plants to make baskets & spears. And where the original river crossing used to be. 

Disembarking on the Arnheim land side of the river to view a fresh water lagoon, the guide 

then explained how they made a spear and how it was used. We then had a demonstration 

of how to throw the spear across the river ( about 100 meters ). On the return voyage 

we were lucky enough to see a crocodile eating a Barramundi. 

Helen and I also took a boat cruise on Yellow Water Billabong to see crocodiles and a 

range of different birds along with an Albino Buffalo hiding in the bush because of 

sunburn. 
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A Minute with a Member 
 
 

Name:   Warren Leslie Crain 

Married or Single:  Widower      

Family: 2 sons, 4 daughters, 14 grandchildren and  

9 great-grandchildren. 

Profession:  Started work as a bank clerk prior to joining the RAAF in 1944. On 

discharge I won a ballot for a soldiers settlement block at 

Carabost.  After 15 years I moved to Wagga Wagga where I started 

studying accountancy. I then worked for Dalgety Australia and 

after 3 years I moved to Melbourne as an Internal Auditor for 

Victoria with Dalgety Australia.  I retired from Dalgety in 1988 and 

have lived a life of leisure ever since.   

Hobbies:   Genealogy, Gemstone faceting. 

Bucket List: Would like to travel The Ghan, Tour the Silos in Victoria and South 

Australia.   

Sports followed: I follow Rugby League and Union and barrack for Melbourne 

Storm. 

Likes: My Family and travelling, both here and overseas. 

Dislikes:   Cruelty in any form, to both animals and humans. 

Ultimate dinner party 

guests: David Attenborough, Nelson Mandela, Sir Donald Bradman, Jane 

Fonda, Glen Miller and Betty Grable. 

Favourite Foods:  Asian. 

Favourite Beverages: Red Wines, Guinness and tea. 

Things people may not know about me:  Gemstone and sapphire fossicking, collecting 

fossils and listening to big band music. 
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We acknowledge the support given to 
U3A Yarra Ranges by the 

Yarra Ranges Shire 

 

We would like to thank The Office of Bridget Vallence MP, State Member for Evelyn, for 

printing this newsletter.                

      

 

         ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

And a little humour to finish……

 

Thank you to all the wonderful contributors in this edition of our Messagestick. 

I welcome your input and contributions; a story, a photograph, a description of something you’ve done in a 

class or activity or even an amazing experience whilst holidaying. 

LEADERS…..please send me something from your class…..use this as an opportunity to promote your class. 

Many thanks again for your support.

Kerry Ferroni   Messagestick Editor 

kferroni@bigpond.net.au    OR  Mobile 0408 513 241 

mailto:kferroni@bigpond.net.au

