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  U3A Yarra Ranges Inc.  ABN: 76566223684   Reg. No: A0030434B 

 TERM THREE  15th July – 20th September 2019 

 
 A Word from Our President 

 
Welcome to Term 3. It has been a good first half of 
the year with steady membership and 44 activities currently 
running. There’s still room for more such as social groups 
featuring cards, coffee meetings, board games either 

day/night or mornings/afternoons. 
We are always looking for Leaders to run new groups; any 
suggestions would be welcome. 
The committee still has to find someone to take on the Treasurer’s 
position as Jill must retire at this year’s AGM. 
The committee applied for the Leasing of the Old MCH building in 
Montrose. Unfortunately, our application to council failed. 
Events for the 2nd half of the year are:  
AGM on Wednesday 30th October at Japara. 
Enrolment Day—Friday 6th December at Japara. 
Christmas Luncheon—Tuesday 3rd December at “Gardiners Run”.  
                                       Ray Pleming 
                  President. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dates for Your Diary in 2019  

End of Term Lunch:   12 July @noon 

Term 3  15 Jul      - 20 Sep  

Term 4  7 Oct       - 20 Dec   

AGM    30 October 

Christmas Lunch 3 December 

 

Our office is at the Japara Centre,  
54 – 58 Durham Rd Kilsyth. The office 

is manned  
Tues, Wed & Thurs 

10 am – 1 pm 
9728 1132  

Email:secretary@u3ayarraranges.com.au 

Don’t forget to check out our website for 
the latest news, photos and events taking 
place. 
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Places of Interest 
 
A group of about 33 members enjoyed a day in 
the Yarra Valley on Monday 20th June. After 
carpooling in Lilydale we headed out along 
Maroondah Highway to Healesville. 
The main destination today was Healesville 
Glass Blowing Studio. It is situated in a small 
industrial area in a large factory. They have only 
been in this location for a few months. 
We browsed the very impressive showroom and 
were then greeted by Tim, Tali and Neil. The two 
men were going to show us how they make a 
large platter.  
The process took well over an hour and for most 
of the time took two men and at one critical stage 
Tali joined to help handle, the now very awkward, 
delicate glass.  
It was a fascinating experience and exhausting 
for Tim, the main glassblower; sweat dripped from 
his face as the heat blasted from the furnace. 
He explained to us that glassblowing was all 
about controlling the heat.  

If you’d like to know more, visit their website 
www.hgbs.com.au They welcome visitors and 
have many beautiful pieces both functional and 
sculptural.  
It was a very enjoyable day with morning tea and 
lunch at Beechworth Bakery giving members a 
chance to have a chat. 
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Genealogy 
3rd Great Grandmother of Sharon Bartley, Elizabeth and her sister Sarah, my 4th Great Aunt. 
 

When Elizabeth Flower died in 1908 her 
cause of death was Old Age and Exhaustion; she 
had led a full life. On her death certificate her 
children were listed ranging from 47 through to 60 
years old. 

She was born Elizabeth King Hall in Ilford 
Essex in 1821. Her parents William King Hall and 
Ann Pickett had a large family; 7 daughters and 2 
sons. 

At 18 years of age she married Robert 
Ruff in the parish of Christchurch Middlesex. 
Elizabeth & Robert had 8 children. Sadly in 1857 
Robert Snr passed away aged 38. 

As her sister Sarah who was 3 years older 
had married William Norgrove had already 
travelled to New Zealand in 1841, Elizabeth had 
family in the new country called New Zealand. 

She decided to make the voyage, ‘a 
voyage with her 8 children’ ages 17, 15, 14, 11, 

10, 9, 8 and 7 on the ship Golconda in 1859. On 
that voyage she met a man named Richard 
Flower. They married on 4th June 1860 in Nelson 
NZ and had Mary Ann on 30th November the 
same year. 

Found amongst Elizabeth’s papers when 
she passed away were letters that her sister 
Sarah had written to their father William and his 
letters back to her. These were dated as early as 
1841 up until 1889. Sarah Norgove died in 1891 
and obviously her letters were passed to her 
sister Elizabeth Flower. 

Copies were given to me in the early 80’s 
and, like others, I had stored them for 30 years 
before realizing what they were. 
Sarah wrote beautiful poems one of which I will 
share below; written in 1889 to her family….. 

 
 

Fifty years ago my children, fifty years ago 
Since your Father and I were married in that quaint old Church at Bow 
It was on a Sunday morning ten o’clock the time 
September the twenty second eighteen hundred and thirty nine 
I had no bridal dress I wore my best silk gown. 
We wished to avoid all fuss I sent to the Church in the coach alone. 
There was no one in the Church only your Father my Brother and I 
The Clerk had gone for the Parson he was somewhere close by. 
I felt so lonely, when the service was over I began to cry. 
As we were leaving the Church the minister kindly said goodbye. 
When we got out in the road there was a slight sprinkle of rain. 
Your Father put me into a coach I was drove to Ilford again. 

 
It is five miles from Ilford to Bow there was only a little shower 
Your Father and Brother walked home in little more that an hour. 
My Grandmother came from Church, my Father and others to Chapel had been 
I gave her a kiss and said Grandmother look at my ring. 
Granny did not know we were married she was eighty old that day 
He had walked to Church and back the Church was a mile away 
We had a nice large cake made by a cousin of mine 
She sent us some apples and grapes and a bottle of home made wine 
There was my Father Mother and Granny Cousin Robert your Father and me 
All my Sisters and Brothers how very happy were we 
My Dear little blind Brother Harry would not shin from my side 
He said Sarah, why did you marry? I want you myself and he cried  
In the evening by the bright moonlight, we left for our snug little home 
With kisses from all and good night. 
Our Lord has taken your Father, he has only gone before 
I often fancy I see him I hear his steps at the door 
He said he was tired and weary so feeble he wanted to go 
I remember him young and cheery fifty years ago 
When he and I were married in that quaint old Church at Bow. 
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They’re a brave lot, our bushwalkers. Here they 
are enjoying a rather wet walk at the Wilson 
Botanical Gardens in Berwick. 

 
Walking Groups’ schedules are found on the 

website 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Old is When……. You don't care where 

your spouse goes...just as long as you don't have to go 
along!!! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

U3A Yarra Ranges is looking for a new 
Treasurer.  

Are you good with figures?  

Do you have an eye for detail? 

Have an orderly mind and methodical way 
of thinking?   Or maybe you know of 
someone? 

Contact: 
treasurer@u3ayarraranges.com.au    
to become part of our friendly 
committee.   

 
 

Places of Interest 

A group of members travelled into the city 
to visit the Chinese Museum 
https://chinesemuseum.com.au/ 

The Melbourne Dai Loong Association’s 
Millennium Dragon winds its way from the 
ground floor to the lower ground . The 
Museum displays the last three 
processional Chinese Dragons which have 
paraded the city streets over the last 
century as part of Melbourne’s 100-year-old 
tradition celebrating the presence of 
Melbourne’s long-standing Chinese 
community. 
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Our Awesome Volunteers in U3A 

Volunteering can be fun and a great way to meet new people who have different interests and is also a way of giving 
back to the community. 

We are very fortunate to have our volunteers who show great commitment and dedication in keeping our services 
going. This can be by way of class leadership, office duties and meeting and engaging with current and prospective 
members, and most of all "having fun".  Without our volunteers, we would not be able to deliver the services we all 
enjoy.  

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A big "thankyou" to all our volunteers in Yarra Ranges.          Marie Sutton, Office Manager 

"Once a month is 
not too arduous to 
contribute to the                                 
smooth running of 
Yarra Ranges U3A. 
I enjoy chatting 
with other 
members about 
the classes they 
attend or helping 
new members 
enrol. It's easy and 
fun"  Alison. 

I enjoy meeting 
and interacting 
with the people 
I meet” Wilma 

"I really enjoy my day on the office. 
It is nice to give something 
back"  Trish. 

"I enjoy my classes and feel that it 
is a good way to give back to 

U3A"  Margaret. 
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A Minute with a Member 
 
 

Name:   Kaye Elizabeth Crettenden 

Nickname:   Liz (by cousins only) 

Married or Single:  Divorced 

Family: 2 sons, 1 daughter, 4 grandsons (including twin boys), 1 
granddaugher, 1 great-grandson and a much loved dog and cat. 

Profession:  Most of my working life I worked in offices of various Government 
Departments, and at the end of my working life, Office Manager  
for a private company. 

Hobbies:   Genealogy, Languages (I am learning 5) and cooking. 

Bucket List: To live in a small Italian village for 3 months (or more) where  
English and tourists are not known.  

Sports followed: AFL (avid North Melbourne [Kangaroos] supporter), Tennis, 
Cricket and most other team sports. 

Likes: My Family, Animals, Nature and travelling, both here and 
overseas. 

Dislikes:   Cruelty in any form, to both animals and humans. 

Ultimate dinner party 

guests: David Attenborough (my all-time hero), Colleen McCullough, 
Bryce Courtenay and Nelson Mandela. There would be many 
others as well. 

Favourite Foods:  Mediterranean, Asian. 

Favourite Beverages: Wines, both red and white, tea. 

Things people may not know about me:  I have crafted since I was a small child. Over 
the years I have knitted, crocheted, sewed (by machine) and 
embroidered (by hand), cross-stitched, long-stitched, macraméd, 
scrapbooked and now I mostly just card-make. 
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We would like to thank The Office of Bridget Vallence MP, State Member for Evelyn, for 
printing this newsletter.                

      

 

         ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

And a little more humour to finish……
"OLD" IS WHEN ......A sexy babe or hunk catches your fancy...and your pacemaker opens the garage door!!! 

 

We acknowledge the support given to 
U3A Yarra Ranges by the 

Yarra Ranges Shire 

Thank you to all the wonderful contributors in this edition of our Messagestick. 

I welcome your input and contributions; a story, a photograph, a description of something you’ve done in a 
class or activity or even an amazing experience whilst holidaying. 

LEADERS…..please send me something from your class…..use this as an opportunity to promote your class. 

Many thanks again for your support.

Kerry Ferroni   Messagestick Editor 

kferroni@bigpond.net.au    OR  Mobile 0408 513 241 


