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  U3A Yarra Ranges Inc.  ABN: 76566223684   Reg. No: A0030434B 

 TERM TWO  23rd April ~ 28th June 2019 

 

 A Word from Our President 
I hope everyone has had a great 1st Term and after a rest will come back 

raring to go in Term 2. Many thanks to a great group of Leaders who have 

made Term 1 so good.  

Membership has increased to 406. The new Film group is off to a good 

start having to split into two groups. 

If anyone has an idea for a subject or activity they would like to share and lead with 

others please contact me or the Class Coordinator, even if it is only a coffee/chat /card 

/drive to interesting places, maybe fishing or something else. 

We are looking for a new Treasurer as the maximum term for the current Treasurer is 

expiring this year if you or somebody you know is interested please contact us. We will 

then put you in contact with the Treasurer so you can know what is required on taking up 

the position. 

The website is about to be updated; the main thing is a revamped home page. It is 

receiving an average of about 350 hits a month, about 50% of them being new contacts. 

              Ray Pleming 

               President. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary in 2019 

Term 2  23 Apr    - 28 Jun 

Easter Monday 22 April 

Anzac Day  25 April Thurs 

Mother’s Day 12 May Sun 

Queen’s Birthday 10 June Mon 

Pre-Term Luncheon: 12 July Fri 

Term 3  15 Jul      - 20 Sep  

Term 4  7 Oct      - 20 Dec   

 

 

Our office is at the Japara Centre,  
54 – 58 Durham Rd Kilsyth. The office 

is manned  
Tues, Wed & Thurs 

10 am – 1 pm 
9728 1132  

Email:secretary@u3ayarraranges.com.au 

Don’t forget to check out our website for 

the latest news, photos and events taking 

place. 
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Places of Interest 

On Monday 18th February the Places of Interest group caught the train and tram to the Australian 

Tapestry Workshop in Park St South Melbourne.  

Unfortunately, there were no tapestries being woven at the time of our visit but our guide was 

excellent and explained how the workshop operated.  

We were lucky enough to see   22 Temenggong Road, Twilight a tapestry designed by 

Singaporean-based architect and winner of the 2016 Tapestry Design Prize for Architects (TDPA) 

Justin Hill. The TDPA was developed to reflect the historical significance and long-standing 

relationship between tapestry art and architectural space.   

They have a retail outlet on the premises that sells yarn and also some beautiful cards depicting 

the many tapestries that have been woven at the workshop. 

Our group then wandered to a nearby pub for a delicious lunch before setting out for home. 

If you would like to see more about the workshop, go to their excellent website where you can see 

and read about the process. 

https://www.austapestry.com.au/ 

 
 

` 
 
In  

 

 

 

`                                        ```````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 

 

In March this year, Monsieur Jean Habasque retired from teaching our Yarra Ranges U3A 

‘Ädvanced French’ class. 

Jean was born and grew up in Brittany and he taught in French schools before coming to 

Australia where he continued his teaching career. 

He taught U3A Yarra Ranges French language classes for 12 years and his students really appreciated his 

commitment to his lessons over this period. 

Jean’s continued interest in, and vast knowledge of, the history and politics of L’Hexagon and its territories – and 

indeed of Europe – enhanced his lessons, providing much of interest to his students. Because of this and Jean’s 

gentle manner, his good humour and encouragement, we always looked forward to his lessons and learned much 

from him. 

Past and present members of Jean’s classes met with him recently for lunch and to wish him well in his much-

deserved retirement. We will miss him and his lessons. 

Members of the U3A ‘Advanced French’ class 2019   

https://www.austapestry.com.au/
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Genealogy for Beginners 

 
Last year I started to become interested in 

genealogy and signed up for a free trial 
with Ancestry.com.au.  I made some 

progress, but ran into the usual road 

blocks, and at that point I let it lapse.  But 

when Genealogy for Beginners was offered 

this year, I jumped at the chance.  Kaye, 

our leader, took us through comprehensive 
notes on all aspects of the subject.  She 

gave us lots of help on how to do on line 

searches, how to record our findings, set 

up family trees and manage auxiliary 

documents and other information. 

 
Then to finalise the course Kaye took six of 

us to the Latter Day Saints Library in 

Hewish Road, Croydon.  Barry, their 

genealogy expert, helped each one of us 

with our particular problems.  There were 

ancestors in the 1700s who were 

presumably married, but there seemed to 

be no record of their marriage.  Some 
ancestors had changed the spelling of their 

surnames.  In my case my paternal 

grandmother in New Zealand was 

unmarried when she had my father, plus 

she was possibly adopted.  So her surname 

may not have been her maiden name!  
Barry and Kaye’s advice there, was to 

search adoption records. 

 

The LDS library is set up with lots of PCs 

for searching, plus they have other 

reference material available.  And as well 
they have experts on hand to help.  Their 

service is free and they are open on 

Wednesdays and Saturdays.  Well worth a 

visit if you have a genealogical problem.   

 

Noel Lodge 

 

Genealogy for Beginners is a One Term Class, so if you would like to begin to delve into this 
fascinating hobby please join the class at the beginning of any term. Kaye Crettenden. 

Thank you to all the wonderful contributors in this edition of our Messagestick. 

I welcome your input and contributions; a story, a photograph, a description of something you’ve done in a 

class or activity or even an amazing experience whilst holidaying. 

LEADERS…..please send me something from your class…..use this as an opportunity to promote your class. 

Many thanks again for your support.

Kerry Ferroni   Messagestick Editor 

kferroni@bigpond.net.au    OR  Mobile 0408 513 241 

mailto:kferroni@bigpond.net.au
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Places of Interest 
 
On Monday 18th March the “Places of 
Interest” group went on the Tramboat.  
On arriving at Southern Cross station, a short 
walk found us at Victoria Harbour near the 
“Cow in the Tree”. Anthony, the Captain, 
welcomed us on board and Liz, first mate, 
gave us the safety drill and a run down of 
how the day would pan out.  

Leaving Victoria Harbour, we cruised the 
Yarra through the Port of Melbourne, where 
we saw large container ships loading and 
unloading. After getting the okay from the 
harbour master we turned up the 
Maribyrnong River and travelled all the way 
up to the Anglers Tavern in Maribyrnong with 
Anthony giving us an informative and funny 
commentary. Morning tea was served whilst 
we enjoyed the scenery along the 
way. Arriving at the Anglers Tavern we 
disembarked for lunch and enjoyed a meal. 
 
 

On the way back, after clearing some of the 
lower bridges on the Maribyrnong, Anthony 
set up the top deck where some of us 
enjoyed a great view of the city as we 
returned to Victoria Harbour.  
 
 
 

CLASS COORDINATORS REPORT 
 
A new Film Group will be starting up in Term 2 on the second Thursday of each month. 
The venues will be at Croydon Cinema (charge $7.50 seniors) and Cameo Belgrave (charge $12.00 seniors) and will 
be followed by a discussion over coffee close to the venues. 
UPDATE: We had a great response to our new Film Group with 26 applicants.  Because of the large number 
we have divided the class into 2 with Group A meeting on the 2nd Thursday and Group B meeting on the 4th 
Thursday of each month. 
 
BEGINNERS PHILOSOPHY CLASS 
I am trying to find a leader for a new Beginners Philosophy Class.  If you are interested or know of someone who may 
be willing to take on this position please contact me.  
 
Margaret Love 
Class Coordinator. 
Phone:97250027     
Email:  class_coordinator@u3ayarraranges.com.au

mailto:class_coordinator@u3ayarraranges.com.au
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A Minute with a Member   
 

Name    Lois Hansford 

 

Nickname    Lobabe 

 
Married or single  Married to Peter 

 

Family    2 sons, 3 grandchildren, a cat and a rabbit 

 

Profession   Retired from work force, Home Management,    

    Member of U3A 
 

Hobbies   Patchwork, family photo albums, family tree research 

 

Bucket List    Cruising overseas and Australia, Route 66 

 

Sports Followed  Football, Hawthorn, Motorcycle Moto G.P. 

 
Likes    Musical Theatre, Harley Davidson Motorcycles, 

    Socializing,  Spending Time with Family, Holidays 

 

Dislikes   Lambs Fry, Heat Waves 

 

Ultimate Dinner 
Party Guests   Valentino Rossi, Damien Leith, Todd McKenny 

 

Favourite Foods  Asian, Raw onions, Apple Pie. 

 

Favourite Beverages Bundaberg Rum, Advocaat, Lemon Lime & Bitters 

 

A thing not many people know about me. I am a member of the Yarra Valley Chapter of 
Harley Owners Group, also a member of Ladies of Harley, I love riding pillion on Peter's 

Harley, weather permitting. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Join one of U3A Yarra 

Ranges walking groups and 

enjoy some exercise with a 

happy group of friendly 

people. There are walking 

groups to suit a variety of 

abilities. See the timetable 

and give the leaders a call 

to find which group is best 

suited to you. 

Caption this photo!!!!!! 
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THURSDAY GENEALOGY CLASS – 

VISIT TO PROV 

Who would think that old wills and inquest reports 

could be so fascinating? The Thursday Genealogy 

group made our annual pilgrimage to the Public 

Records Office of Victoria (PROV) on 28th March, to 

delve into the hidden lives of our ancestors.  

One discovers that her great-great 

grandmother was not poor after all – 

she owned 5 houses. Another finds the 

will of a previously unknown great 

uncle who died in World War 1. 

Someone else can be found amid the 

dusty folders of ships’ passenger lists, 

searching for the departure of a 

grandfather from Melbourne, going to 

the WA goldfields in the late 1890s. 

Others use the free access to family 

history subscription sites like 

Ancestry, searching for clues 

to an elusive relative.  

After a busy morning, we 

adjourn to a local café for 

lunch, all eager to share our 

morning’s discoveries or vent 

our frustrations at our futile 

searches.  

Reinvigorated, we forsake the 

autumn sunshine for another 

precious hour or two at the 

computers before 

reconvening with our car-pool 

driver for the trip back to 

Lilydale in peak hour traffic. 

We are all keen to get home to digest our research 

and will share our findings at class next Thursday. 

 

 

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U3A Yarra Ranges is looking for a new Treasurer.  

Are you good with figures?  

Do you have an eye for detail? 

Have an orderly mind and methodical way of 

thinking?   Or maybe you know of someone? 

Contact: treasurer@u3ayarraranges.com.au    

to become part of our friendly committee. 

 

 

mailto:treasurer@u3ayarraranges.com.au
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[Grab your reader’s attention with a great 

quote from the document or use this 

space to emphasize a key point. To place 

this text box anywhere on the page, just 

drag it.] 

We would like to thank The Office of Bridget Vallence MP, State Member for Evelyn, for 

printing this newsletter.                

      

 

         ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
U3A Yarra Ranges Committee 2019 L to R Ray Pleming, Kerry Ferroni, Martha Cleary, Bev Busiko, Sharon Bartley, Sue Goss, Margaret Love, Ann 
Brickell, Tonina Lombardi, Jill Teggelove, Lois Hansford  Absent: Marie Sutton, Judith Gunstone, Grant Moss, Jenny Ptak 

            ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
A Funny to Finish  An older couple are both having problems remembering things. During a check-up, the doctor 
tells them that they're physically okay, but they might want to start writing things down to help them remember. 

Later that night, while watching TV, the old man gets up from his chair. 'Want anything while I'm in the kitchen?' 

he asks. 
'Will you get me a bowl of ice cream?' 

'Sure.' 

'Don't you think you should write it down so you can remember it?' she asks. 

'No, I can remember it.' 
'Well, I'd like some strawberries on top, too. Maybe you should write it down, so's not to forget it?' 

He says, 'I can remember that. You want a bowl of ice cream with strawberries. 

'I'd also like whipped cream. I'm certain you'll forget that, write it down.' she says. 
Irritated, he says, 'I don't need to write it down, I can remember it! Ice cream with 

strawberries and whipped cream - I got it, for goodness sake!' 

Then he toddles into the kitchen. After about 20 minutes, the old man returns from the 

kitchen and hands his wife a plate of bacon and eggs. She stares at the plate for a moment. 

 
'Where's my toast?'  

We acknowledge the support given to 
U3A Yarra Ranges by the 

Yarra Ranges Shire 


