U3A Yarra Ranges Inc. ABN: 76566223684 Reg. No: A0030434B

TERM THREE: 16th July – 21st September
Camera Class

VIEW ALBUM

These photos are just a small sample of the photographs taken by our talented Camera Class. Follow the link
(VIEW ALBUM – Ctrl+Click) to see more photos like these. There’s even a delightful slideshow that will make you
appreciate living in/near the lovely town of Lilydale.
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ON HOLIDAYS.

Judy Gunstone

I have recently been on another trip on the Ghan from
Adelaide to Darwin. Travelled on the Overlander from
Melbourne, stayed a night in Adelaide then onto the
train, 38 carriages nearly a kilometre long. In fact it
was so long this time that the train was split between
2 platforms. Lovely train, delicious food and a variety
of people to meet. On this visit I met a farming couple
from Western Australia, “out the back of Perth”. That
could mean a 100 or 500ks for all the name of the
town meant to me. Another couple were also farmers
from Nth Queensland up near Cairns. A couple from
New Zealand touring around who thought the train
was delightful, and of course, people from Victoria
practically living next door.

I stayed in a single cabin which is pretty small but
cosy, who cares when you go to dinner and come back
to find your bed made and a chocolate sitting on the
pillow, go to breakfast and return to find your bed
packed away and a comfortable chair there for the
rest of the day.
Darwin was pretty warm and still a bit humid. I was
fortunate to be in Darwin for Anzac Day. I had great
plans to go to the dawn service but awoke a 5.40am.
Too late to get there, but turned on TV to find that the
local TV Channel was telecasting the service from the
Esplanade.

Being warm at 7.00 in morning I decided to get an
early start and left the Motel about 8.00am. I found
myself on Knuckey Street, the street was lined with
people waiting for the Anzac Day Parade to start.
Luckily I found myself a seat and stayed for the
Parade. Darwin has a lot military personnel living up
there with their families. The parade was quite large
and all the services were well represented, with the
fly pass of F1-11, gone before you know they have
been, and Black Hawk helicopter. So glad I stayed to
watch.
On the strength of all that military business I did a
tour of the Aircraft Museum at the RAAF base, it
included a B 52 bomber full size; enormous. There
were also lots of other crafts and bits and pieces.
I am now back home and planning my next trip on
another train, Queensland, maybe.

Thank you to all the wonderful contributors to this edition of our Messagestick.
I welcome your input and contributions; a story, a photograph, a description of something you’ve done in a class
or activity or even an amazing experience whilst holidaying.
LEADERS….please send me something from your class…use this opportunity to promote your class.
Many thanks again for your support
Kerry Ferroni Messagestick Editor
kferroni@bigpond.net.au (please include your contact details) 0408 513 241
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A Word from Our President
Welcome to Term 3 and the second half of the year. Our membership continues to
grow and at the time of writing stands at 392 which is very healthy.
All classes are running smoothly and are well attended, although Term 3 usually shows
a drop off in numbers due to the annual migration to warmer climates for many.
The Travel group have ceased their scheduled meetings but may still offer trips away as the need arises.
Please check the website regularly for the latest news with the announcement in the near future of an
exciting new class commencing in Term 4.
I would like to give a gentle reminder to all classes that the commencement time of the class is when we
have the venue booked from. If you arrive early sometimes the room is not available until our scheduled
time, so please be mindful of others and do not expect to get into your room early if it is being used.
As you all know our existence relies on volunteers for the committee and class leaders, and it can be a
rewarding experience to help shape and build the future of our U3A. So with that in mind I would like to
ask you to start thinking about the AGM which will be held in October. I know it seems a little way off, but
now is the time we need to start and generate interest within our members, for people to step up and
contribute to the smooth transition for next year.
If anyone would like to know more about what is required, please contact myself or any of the current
committee for guidance.
That is enough from me, so enjoy your classes, learn new skills and make new friends and remember the
new slogan “Because your brain doesn’t want to retire”
Ann Brickell
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Art Appreciation Class visit to Tarrawarra Museum of Art
We chose a beautiful sunny day to drive through the
Yarra Valley to the Tarrawarra Museum of Art.
For some of our members it was the first time they

had experienced the stunning architecture and
surrounding countryside and they were already
talking about bringing friends or family with them for
a visit one weekend, before they had even seen the
interior of the museum or the exhibition.
There was a comprehensive retrospective exhibition
of the work of the artist Edwin Tanner entitled Edwin
Tanner: Mathematical Expressionist. We all agreed
that he was a very interesting and little known artist
with a sardonic sense of humour.
After studying and discussing the paintings, some of
us stopped off at the cafe for a coffee before making
our way home.

Theresa Howie
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U3A Yarra Ranges
Thursday Genie
Group had their bi-annual
trip away in the country 1921 April. We were off to
Castlemaine.
Five cars took 11
people off on a beautiful
Melbourne morning. It was
decided to have a pitstop in
Gisborne.
After the welcome stop we
then drove further to our
destination. Kaye, our
leader, had booked us into the Castlemaine
Caravan park for 2 nights, a short walking
distance to the town. Very handy on our first
night there as we walked into town. Wellwatered and topped up from the local hotel it
was enjoyable to spend some time with people
who had only really met within a morning group
session.
Some of us earlier in the afternoon took
the opportunity to drive over to Maldon. It was
only 15 kms away and the weather was glorious
while we walked up and down the main street.
After dinner we gathered in what was the
biggest cabin/cottage for a very chatty session of
laughs and stories which was well contributed to
by all.
Someone in the group called the
Castlemaine Cemetery sexton and were told
there would be a grave digger out at the
cemetery the next day. He, of course, has loads of
knowledge about the place and WOW; one in the
group was told of their ancestor and where they
were buried in 1866. What a find for that person.
That is the nature of our group.
Next morning, we all met for an early start
at 9:45am as we had already booked a tour guide
to show us around Buda, a well known house in
Castlemaine, once owned by the Leviny family.
He was a silversmith and arrived in Australia in
1853 during the goldrush era. He purchased a
rather modest bungalow from Rev. James Smith
in 1863 and developed it as Buda to be the
handsome home set in expansive and enchanting
gardens that we see today. All of his daughters
were very talented each at either woodwork,
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metalwork and embroidery which was possibly
the reason behind his youngest daughter gifting
the property to the Castlemaine Arts Society who
manage it today.
On to a place called Skydance where we
all enjoyed lunch. Some looked over the butterfly
house nursery and some shopped while we were
there.
We then set off to Castlemaine Gaol. Only
half the group were interested in looking through
this old place and the rest sat outside under
shady trees. Again the weather was superb.
Discussion seemed to get around to “what
are we having for dinner and what does everyone
want to do?” It was decided to try a place out of
town. It happened to be 5 kms out so we did
drive, being too far to walk home. Great catch up
again with a couple of friends of friends from the
group and a few more laughs at the hotel.
Everyone gathered again for another great night
in one cabin, squeezing in making it all the more
interesting. And of course someone had supplied
another bottle of something for a nightcap which
was very welcome.
We all left Castlemaine at check out next
day at around 10 am agreeing to meet up again in
Gisborne for another pitstop on the way home;
they are always welcome.
Sharon Bartley
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Gulf Station, Yarra Glen
On 31st May 2018, a very brisk morning,
the members of Thursday Genealogy
Class travelled to Gulf Station, Yarra
Glen for a guided tour of the house and
property. Our guide, Pam, was very
passionate and knowledgeable about
the first family here and the history the
house itself and out buildings.

She explained that Gulf Station began in the
1840s by the Scottish, Bell family, it was a
25,000 acre run known as the Gulf and the
family owned it for around 100 years until
1951. It began as a three room house and
over the years was extended twice more. The
outbuildings consists of a barn, schoolhouse,
butcher shop, stables and a dairy.
The property was bought by Jack Smedley in the 1950’s and is now owned by the National Trust
of Victoria. Kaye Crettenden
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Italian Movie Day
On the 28th of June, the last class for the term, the Italian Classes, Beginners, Intermediate & Advanced watched an
Italian Movie called Benvenuti al Sud (Welcome to the South) at the Court House.
It was a very funny movie enjoyed by all, while sipping Espresso coffee, Italian pastries and Antipasto!
Ciao, Tonina & Ingun
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Community Support in the Shire of Yarra Ranges
We have a great time in U3A – walking and
painting, learning languages and writing stories,
making quilts, dining out… generally enjoying
each other’s company.
Meanwhile, an astonishingly large percentage of
shire residents have a completely different life
experience. Yarra Ranges is a fairly high risk area
for poverty and need.
This winter, dozens, perhaps hundreds of people
– men and women – will be camping in the
forests and parks, under bridges and in derelict
buildings in our shire. They also live in
unregistered vans. These people come into
various agencies around Lilydale for emergency
relief which includes free ‘swags’ (courtesy
Backpack Beds for the Homeless - a specialised
organisation), food parcels and vouchers, showers

work record. There are many lonely people who
can be cheered up by simply being given a bright
home-knitted beanie or scarf; people who are
semi-literate and are afraid of filling in forms.
There is also an ex-prisoner population who find
it almost impossible to get work or a place to live.
In fact, everyone who walks through the door of
Lilydale Assist in Main St, Lilydale is a completely
individual case. Most can be helped, at least
temporarily, and given back some dignity. We
can advocate on their behalf to landlords, power
companies, debt collectors and the council. We
can refer them to counsellors, professional
refuge, medical and housing organisations. We
try to work out what their priorities might be –
but we are not trained counsellors. However, we
make great grandmothers! And the odd
grandfather/uncle as well.

and meals – and to get warm and dry. How did
their lives come to this? Could it be you or yours?
Easily.
Many families in Yarra Ranges will be threatened
with having their power cut off this winter
because their bills are so large that they are
unable to pay any sort of weekly payments. Why?
Single mums (or dads) with sick kids who need
heating maintained with uneconomic appliances
supplied by uncaring landlords but are on New
Start or reduced Parental Payment Support.
Did you know that landlords are not obliged to
provide anything (including taps or working
stoves) except smoke alarms?
The shire has single people who go hungry
because after their extortionate rent and bills are
paid out of a New Start allowance they have $25
a week for food. Some parents walk one child to
kinder one way while keeping contact with their
daughter by mobile phone as she walks through
the park on her way to school. No car. There are
teenagers caring for profoundly sick parents
while studying for VCE and men over 45 who
know they will never work again, partly because
of mild disability and partly because of a poor
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We need more people to take on a bit of training
and join us in this amazingly worthwhile work.
You might only be able to give one morning a
week. That’s fine. Or you might have skills in
office work or computers or a background in
social work which could also be useful. Most of us
are pretty ordinary people. If you didn’t know
about the pressing needs of the Lilydale
community, you do now. So think it over.
Thanks, Sue Goss
Our web page www.u3ayarraranges.com.au

U3A Yarra Ranges - Class Timetable 2018
Day / Class
Monday
Beginning French
Social Outings ( Various )
Tai Chi For Health-Beginners
Feldenkrais
Photography
Music Appreciation
Patchwork by Hand
Tai Chi for Health - Advanced
Places of Interest & Lunch
YOGA -NEW CLASS
Bike Riding on trails
Tuesday
Tuesday Walking Group
Creative Writing-Ways With Words
French -Advanced
"Steady as you Go"/ No Falls exercise
Karaoke
Creative Writing - Beginners
IPAD BEGINNERS COURSE
French -Continuing
Wednesday
Soul Dancing
Folk Art
Wednesday Walking Group
Table Tennis
ART - Drawing & Painting
ART - Appreciation-1st Wed Monthly
Thursday
Thursday Walking Group
Book Club Week I of month
Thursday Genealogy
Intermediate Italian
Advanced Italian
Beginners Italian
Railway Enthusiasts - NEW 1st & 3rd weeks
Craft
Friday
Staying Steady
Genealogy
Computor Operators Group
Philosophy-An examined life
Dine-out Luncheons ( 2nd Friday of month)
German
Saturday
Patchwork - Week 1 of month
Patchwork - Week 3 of month

Time

Venue

10.00am - 11.30am
1st Monday of month
10.00am-11.00am
10.45am - 11.45am
11.30am - 1.00pm
1.00pm-3.00pm
1.00pm - 3.00pm
1.30pm - 2.30pm
3rd Monday of month

Japara Centre
Various
Court House
Japara Centre
Japara Centre
Japara Centre
Japara Centre
Court House
Various

1.30pm - 3.00pm
2nd & 4th Monday

Class
Leader

Contact No

Japara Centre
Various

Yvonne
Brian
Louise
Jenni
Ray
Gerald
Sharon
Louise
Carole
Aileen
Simone
Paul

97254980
97272721
0423193661
97379945
97362483
0419592339
0422228737
0423193661
0409804814
97796234
0411 681 843
97267719

Start 9.00 am
10.00am -12noon
11.00am -1.00pm
9.30 am -11.00am
11.15am - 1.15pm
1.00pm-3.00pm
1.30pm - 3.00pm
2.45pm -4.15pm

Various
Coldstream C.C.
Court House
Court House
Tapscott Centre
Coldstream C.C.
Court House
Japara Centre

John
Sue
Jean
Ann
Thelma
Sue
Jan
Yvonne

0403490308
97264353
97370430
97394473
97275296
97264353
97297593
97254980

9.30am-11.00am
10.00 am - 1.00 pm
Start 9.00am
9.00am-11.30am
1.30pm-3.00pm
1.30pm -3.00pm

Japara Centre
Japara Centre
Various
Coldstream C.C.
Bridge Studio
Bridge Studio

Robyn
Gloria
Paul
Thelma
Teresa
Teresa

97363145
97796348
97267719
97275296
97282322
97282322

Start 9.15am
10.00 am - 12.00 am
9.00 am - 11.00 am
10.00am - 11.30am
12 noon - 1.45pm
2.00pm - 3.45pm
9.00am
2.00 pm - 4.00 pm

Various
Lilydale Library
Tapscott Centre
Court House
Court House
Court House
Various
Japara Centre

Sue
Sue
Kaye
Tonina
Tonina
Ingun
Steve
Gloria

97370347
97264353
97229626
97284964
97284964
0413313902
0421442155
97796348

10.00am - 11.30pm
9.00 am - 10.30 am
11.00 am - 12.30 pm
10.00am 12noon
12.30 pm onwards
2.00pm - 4.00pm

Court House
Japara Centre
Japara Centre
Lilydale Lake Com. Rm
Various Locations
Bridge

Val
John
Ann
Adriana
Cheryl
Heinz

97270027
0403490308
97234843
97770735
97249382
59642110

10.00am - 4.00pm
10.00am - 4.00pm

Japara Centre
Japara Centre

Bev
Bernadette

97275998
97283081

VENUES :
The Bridge
49 Durham Rd Kilsyth
Lilydale Library
Jarlo Drive, Lilydale
Japara Centre
54-58 Durham Rd Kilsyth
Colstream Com C. 12 Kelso St
Coldstream
Court House
61 Castella St,Lilydale
Tapscott-Milbourne CentreLilydale Lake Com. Room
Lilydale
320 Cambridge Rd Montrose
Class Enquiries : Contact Ann Brickell 97234843 or E:
class_coordinator@u3ayarraranges.com.au
Assistant Class Co-ordinator : Tonina Lombardi - 97284964
GENERAL ENQUIRIES: Please contact Membership Secretary - Judith Gunstone 9725 0825
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We would like to thank
The Office of Christine Fyffe MP, State Member
for Evelyn
143 Main Street Lilydale.
The printing of the Message Stick is funded from
the Parliament's Electorate Office and
Communications budget.
christine.fyffe@parliament.vic.gov.au
We acknowledge the support given to
U3A Yarra Ranges by the
Yarra Ranges Shire

And a bit of humour to finish……..
An out-of-towner drove his car into a ditch in a desolated area. Luckily, a local
farmer came to help with his big strong horse named Buddy. He hitched Buddy up to
the car and yelled, "Pull, Nellie, pull!" Buddy didn't move. Then the farmer hollered,
"Pull, Buster, pull!" Buddy didn't respond.
Once more the farmer commanded, "Pull, Coco, pull!" Nothing. Then the farmer
nonchalantly said, "Pull, Buddy, pull!" And the horse easily dragged the car out of the
ditch. The motorist was most appreciative and very curious. He asked the farmer why
he called his horse by the wrong name three times. The farmer said, "Oh, Buddy is
blind and if he thought he was the only one pulling, he wouldn't even try!"
A woman on the phone to her friend; I feel like my body has gotten totally out of
shape, so I got my doctor’s permission to join a fitness club and start exercising…. I
decided to take an aerobics class for seniors. I bent, twisted, gyrated, jumped up
and down, and perspired for an hour. But, by the time I got my leotards on, the class
was over.
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